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The Return of the Otter!

A native New Mexican once found in
streams and rivers throughout the
state has returned home after a 60-
year absence. Five river otters were
released on October 14 in the waters
of the Rio Pueblo de Taos on Taos
Pueblo. On November 22, three more
otters were released at the same site.

The two releases are part of a
larger otter reintroduction program
organized by Taos Pueblo, The New
Mexico Department of Game and
Fish, the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management, and the New Mexico
Friends of River Otters. The wild
otters were trapped and transported
from Washington state by USDA
Wildlife Services and Taos Pueblo.
For the first release, the otters were
transported by van; for the second
release, Lighthawk, a volunteer-based
environmental aviation organization,
flew the animals and their caretakers
from Washington to Taos.

River otters are highly social,
playful, semi-aquatic members of the
weasel family. River otters and other
predators play important roles in
keeping communities of native
species robust and diverse. They are
believed to have once inhabited the
Gila, upper and middle Rio Grande,
Mora, San Juan, and Canadian river
systems and occasionally were men-
tioned in the journals of early settlers.
There have been no confirmed sight-
ings of river otters in the state since
1953. Decades of trapping and habitat
loss are believed to be two factors in
their disappearance. Current regula-
tions require trappers to release any
otters caught in traps.

Twenty states, including Arizona,
Colorado, and Utah, have successful-
ly reintroduced river otters. In 2006,
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Our Wish List for the New Administration

The recent election has given Amigos Bravos and the environ-
mental community an historic opportunity to take the initiative.
We have a more progressive President and Congress and New
Mexico’s almost totally new Congressional Delegation has
five members who are more open to community voices
calling for social justice and a clean and healthy environment.

During the Bush administration, we saw the erosion of the
Clean Water Act, leaving as much as 94% of New Mexico’s
waters unprotected from pollution. We saw the reversal of
regulations that kept roads out of wilderness and other sensi-
tive areas. We saw a willingness to have political appointees
place their interests and those of their friends above the science-
based advice of career public servants. We saw the impact of
the “drill, baby, drill” mentality that sought to fast-track coalbed
methane drilling in the Valle Vidal, oil drilling in the Galisteo
Basin, and new uranium mining in the Four Corners area.

We can reverse the damage caused by the Bush adminis-
tration’s reckless disregard for the environment and the public
health. But in order to do that, we need to make sure that
issues affecting New Mexico’s rivers have the attention of the
President and Congress.

Wish List

Reinstate ““Roadless Rules” - Headwater streams are the foun-
dation of New Mexico’s supply of clean water and the state’s
billion-dollar tourism economy. President Obama on his own
authority could reinstate the “Roadless Rule” that President
Bush struck down in the first days of his administration.
Restoring protection for current roadless areas would protect
wilderness and other areas from the environmental degrada-
tion that harms water, wildlife, and recreation.

Pass the Clean Water Restoration Act - The Clean Water Act
played a leading role in restoring the health of the nation’s
surface waters. Under the current administration, as much as
94% of New Mexico’s stream miles may not be protected.
Last year, the House, in a bipartisan effort, passed the Clean
Water Restoration Act, but the Senate failed to follow. This
year, we need to make sure that both the House and the
Senate pass the Clean Water Restoration Act so that our frag-
ile waters can once again be fully protected.

Reform the 1872 Mining Act - The federal Mining Act is 135
years old. Under this outdated law, mines cannot be opposed,
mining companies pay no royalties on the billions of dollars
of minerals they extract, and there are no guarantees for envi-
ronmental cleanup. The Mining Act needs to be brought into
the 21st century, making mining companies pay royalties (like
oil and gas revenues that fund state programs); protecting spe-
cial places like the Galisteo Basin and the Valles Caldera; and
making sure that mining companies clean up.

Set Standards for Pharmaceuticals - Pharmaceuticals and
personal care products in our water are known or suspected to
cause cancer, asthma, diabetes, and other illnesses but have no
standards. A recent national survey showed that almost all
wastewater treatment facilities discharge some of these chemi-
cals, which harm aquatic life and threaten downstream water
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users. Congress and the President need to act to ensure that
the federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) moves
quickly to develop effective water quality standards for these
chemicals.

Eliminate the Exemption for Radionuclides - The
Environmental Protection Agency is not allowed to regulate
radionuclides if they come from federal facilities like Los
Alamos National Laboratory. Furthermore, there are no stan-
dards for many of the radioactive chemicals in the environ-
ment. Congress and the President must act to remove the
exemption for radionuclides and allow the EPA to regulate
these dangerous chemicals, which are found in the canyons
and streams below LANL, in the Middle Rio Grande below
Albuguerque, and in many other water sources across the
country.

Address the Effects of Global Warming - Floods, droughts,
pollution, and water-borne diseases are increasing with global
warming. Candidate and President-elect Obama has pledged
action to address global warming, but we must make sure that
he immediately directs federal agencies to integrate the best
science and policy into their decisions affecting water resources.

New Mexico
There are also things that can be done to address some of the
serious issues here in New Mexico.

Ensure that the State Can Be an Effective Regulator - We and
our allies across the state expect that the 2009 State
Legislature will see a huge effort by industry groups and their
supporters to weaken the ability of New Mexico’s regulators
to protect our health and our rivers. In particular, we expect to
see efforts that would weaken the Water Quality Act, which
we helped stregthen in 2005, and the Mining Act, which
which we helped create.

Hold Los Alamos National Laboratory Accountable - Amigos
Bravos and its partners have made tremendous progress in
getting the New Mexico Environment Department and the
Environmental Protection Agency to write better permits and
move toward ensuring that LANL cleans up its toxic legacy.
With strong community support, we can continue to carry our
lawsuit forward and act as a watchdog of LANL and of state
and federal regulators.

Protect Public Values in Water Decision-Making - Perhaps the
biggest challenge facing the state’s waters is the fact that
water decisions in New Mexico are increasingly being left to
the water market and corporate interests. Local communities —
especially rural communities — and grassroots groups are very
aware that under-regulated private market water deals can put
community survival at stake. Amigos Bravos recognizes that
in the arid southwest water has cultural, social, and environ-
mental values. We must work together to restore water’s prop-
er place as a community resource essential for New Mexico’s
diverse cultures.

For information on how you can help, please call us at (575)
758-3874 or visit our website at www.amigosbravos.org.



On behalf of our Board of Directors and Staff, we acknowledge with gratitude the following membership
contributions received during the past six months (6/03/08-11/24/08).

$100+
Charles and Edy Anderson Craig Jensen and Heidi Jochem
Brisa Apodaca Claiborne M. O’Connor

William and Mary Bacchus
Frederick and Daryl Black Stephen and Carrie Miller
Catherine Crockett Brown Susan and Jim Oberlander
James Brown & Astrid Kordic-Brown  Bonnie Payne and Roger Tobin

Stuart Levy

Joan Brown John Pittenger and Karen Yori
Josh and Cristy Carswell Ken and Happy Price
John F. Clem Barbara A; Riedl

Linda L. Restifo

Alan Rogers and Jamie Gagan
Richard and Annette Rubin
Margie Sanford

Barbara and David Sauter
Merry and John Schroeder
John R. and Frances K. Spears
Sara Jean and Eugene Gray David and Carolyn Stupin
Cynthia and Leo Harris W.O. and Madeline Sutherland
Margery Herrington Mary Wahl

Dave Holland Stephen M.Walker

Mark and Lynn Jones James T. White

Shelley Cohen

Jai Saul Cross

Les and Eudice Daly
David and Carol Farmer
Alice K. Frank

Robin J. Gaupp

Walter Gerstle

Business Members - $125+ $500+

Taos Landscaping Bolene Charitable Trust
TaosNet Douglas M. Jones

$250+ Victoria L. Seale
William and Virginia Cowles $1,000+

Pamela Deely The Connable Office, Inc.
Martha & Loretta Trolin/Atkins Fund/ Linda Fair

Santa Fe Community Foundation Herbert O. Wolfe Foundation

If we have inadvertantly omitted you or your business from this list,
please accept our sincere apologies and let Linda Gomez know by

phone at 575-758-3874 or email at Igomez@amigosbravos.org

Amigos Bravos’ Capital Reserve Fund is our hedge against hard times, ensuring that Amigos Bravos can survive cash
flow shortages in the annual operating budget. It can only be accessed for certain purposes, such as meeting payroll or for
emergency capital outlay. Any use of money from the Fund requires approval from the Board of Directors. Thanks to the
many generous contributions of our members, including recent ones from Shelley Cohen and Allen and Mary Anne Sanborn,
the interest-bearing account now has a balance of $110,427. Our goal is to have $150,000 in the account by the end of 2008.
Please consider making a contribution to the Capital Reserve Fund.

By including Amigos Bravos in your will...
...you could protect a river for years

And remiemb ;

To know we stray like ‘

and our faces vanish like water.

Jorge Luis Borges

i

CONFIDENTIAL REPLY

To explore a bequest to Amigos Bravos, please
complete this form and return it, marked confidential,
to Brian Shields, Executive Director, Amigos Bravos.

I have included Amigos Bravos in my will.
Please send information on how to include
Amigos Bravos in my will.

Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone Best time to call

Help us save the Rio Grande
Join Amigos Bravos!
$1,000 River Angel $125 Business Membership
$500 River Guardian $100 River Advocate

$250 River Steward $35 Friend of the Wild Rivers
Other

| want to make a donation to the Amigos Bravos Capital Reserve Fund.

Amigos Bravos is a 501 (c)(3) organization.
Your membership donation is fully tax-deductible.

Name
Address
City/State/Zip

Telephone Fax

Email

Charge my credit card: VISA MasterCard

Card #:

Exp. Date:

Mail to: Amigos Bravos, P.O. Box 238, Taos, NM 87571
575-758-3874 « Fax 575-758-7345
email: bravos@amigosbravos.org ¢ www.amigosbravos/org
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