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Road blocked against
illegal OHV use
August project

Exclosure and gate
July project

Work Crew on the
June project

Educational sign.

Two identical, three-
paneled signs were
installed at the bottom of
Mallete Canyon and the
bottom of Goose Lake
Road in the Upper Red
River. Amigos Bravos
planned, purchased, and
installed the signs.
Custom Graphics of Taos
generously donated
design time.

July and August projects

Thanks to Our

\Volunteers!

This Summer, as in the past, Amigos
Bravos sponsored three restoration
projects in the Upper Red River
Watershed.

Because of the dedication — and
muscle power — of our great volunteers,
we were able to accomplish a lot of
good work.

Thank You!

The three work projects, which
are funded through the state with
federal funds, were primarily aimed
at mitigating damage created by
irresponsible off-road vehicle use and
posting educational signs regarding
proper OHV use.

Groups met on Friday evening
near the work area to set up camp,
worked all day Saturday (some peo-
ple just came up for a Saturday), and
finished up early on Sunday morning.
Amigos Bravos, the Forest Service,
and New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
provided the food and everyone
supplied entertainment.

June 29th —July 1st — We installed a
French drain on a water crossing in
the Jiron/Cuerva area. The crossing
was causing sediment loading in the
Upper Watershed because of heavy
use by OHVs. We also installed
educational signs and blocked illegal
routes.

July 14th-16th — We continued work
from previous years at Midnight
Meadows. We completed a cattle and
OHV exclosure in the Upper Bitter
Creek area to allow stream banks to

recover. We also installed a large,
—continued on page 6
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Summer 2007 River Cleanups

As part of National River Cleanup
Week 2007, local citizens banded
together to tackle pollution in Taos
area rios. Amigos Bravos - Friends of
the Wild Rivers coordinated with
Centinel Bank Taos, The Rio Pueblo
de Taos Watershed Group, The Bureau
of Land Management, and Water
Sentinels-Rios de Taos to conduct
three stream cleanups between June 2
— June 14th.

The June 9th cleanup on the Rio
Fernando, that was sponsored and
organized by Centinel Bank, was one
of the most successful river cleanups
ever seen in Taos. There were over 60
volunteers; over 100 bags of trash,
weighing approximately 5 tons, that
filled up an industrial sized dumpster;
and a whole pickup truck filled with
cans and bottles to be recycled.
Multiple tires, pipes and an old TV set
were also pulled out of the river.

Two of the three cleanups were
trash cleanups - one on the Rio Pueblo
de Taos and one on the Rio Fernando.
The final cleanup on the Rio Grande
near the Taos Junction Bridge focused
on helping BLM with salt cedar (or
Tamarisk) removal and control. Salt
Cedar is an invasive plant species that
invades and degrades riparian river
cooridors; drinks a lot of water; and
turns the surrounding soil salty.
Sections of the Rio Pueblo de Taos,
Rio Fernando de Taos and the Rio
Grande in the Taos area are all listed
as impaired (polluted) by the New
Mexico Environment Department.

“We hope to start the process of
passing on the Rio Fernando to future
generations of the people of Taos in
better condition than we found it,”
said Jim White, Credit Analyst with
Centinel Bank of Taos. “I was
impressed by the way the Taos com-
munity banded together to make the
project work as well as it did,” added
White.

“Our motto is to explore, enjoy
and protect our environment and we
would like to have our rivers clean so
people can enjoy them,” said Eric
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Patterson, founding member of the Sierra Club’s Water Sentinels-Rios de Taos
group, who helped sponsor all three of the cleanups.

The Rio Fernando Cleanup was captured on video by Glenn Pike, who produces
a weekly television program and internet website of Taos activities titled “It’s
Happening In Taos.” The finished video was broadcast on LATV Channel 22, posted
on the internet, and submitted to American Rivers, organizer of the national river
cleanup week event. The Rio Fernando Cleanup Video won first prize in a national
contest hosted by American Rivers. As the 1st Place Winner, Glenn Pike will receive
(1) Old Town Canoe Co. kayak package (including one kayak, one paddle, and one
personal flotation device), and (1) Thule car-mountable Castaway fishing rod holder.
The video can be viewed online at www.amigosbravos.org/cleanwater-2.php

Tamarisk removal, Orilla Verde
On June 14, volunteers Eric
* Patterson and Linda Day (back
4 row left) joined Amigos Bravos
staff and the staff and interns of
| the Western Environmental Law
£ Center in cutting back tamarisk
along the Rio Grande. Amigos
Bravos is planning to go out
4 again and cut back new growth
in late August.

New Developments with LANL

On March 29, 2007, Amigos Bravos and other organizations filed a 60-Day
Notice of Intent to Sue Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) under the Clean
Water Act. As a result, LANL may have begun to hear the voices of the commu-
nity. Lawyers representing LANL and staff members of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) have asked to meet with Amigos Bravos and its partners
in Communities for Clean Water (CCW).

LANL is apparently interested in demonstrating that it has begun to address
issues that have long been raised by CCW and its individual members over many
years and which are the focus of a Clean Water Act legal proceeding against
LANL initiated by Amigos Bravos, five other community-based organizations,
and two individuals.

Amigos Bravos and CCW have learned that LANL wants to discuss — and
demonstrate on a tour of the lab’s site — that it has installed additional monitoring
and Best Management Practices (BMP)s at a number of sites and has commitment
to re-evaluate all stormwater sites at the lab.These changes, if they have been
carried out, represent a huge victory and a vindication of our claims outlined in
the 60-Day Notice, although they represent only a partial response to the wide-
ranging and long-term problems documented by Amigos Bravos, Concerned
Citizens for Nuclear Safety (CCNS), and other members of CCW.

CCW has agreed to accept LANL’s offer to demonstrate some “good faith” on
their part. CCW will present a series of detailed questions it needs LANL to
answer regarding potentially toxic sites at the lab, its on-going discharges, and the
serious stormwater problems at the lab, as well as LANL’s commitment to the
“fence-to-fence” cleanup it agreed to under the Consent Order. CCW will also
request detailed budget information documenting both current cleanup efforts and
future efforts.
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Middle Rio Grande Bosque Initiative

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has just awarded Amigos Bravos a grant
for a project as part of their Middle Rio Grande Bosque Initiative.

The project will involve monitoring, outreach, and restoration work along the
acequia system of the Middle Rio Grande (MRG), especially the area that passes
through Albuquerque and the South Valley.

The Bosque Initiative activities will complement the work that Amigos Bravos
has already been doing in the South Valley area, reviving acequia associations,
securing senior water rights, and building relationships with other community-
based organizations in the area.

The purpose of the Acequia Monitoring, Outreach, and Restoration project is
to integrate the traditional acequia system into efforts to maintain and improve
water quality and quantity on the MRG. At present, the acequia system is not
being monitored for contaminants and the system has, in many places, fallen into
disrepair, hindering water flow and disrupting habitat.

The disappearance of the traditional acequia system is weakening the remain-
ing rural and semi-rural character of the MRG, which is essential to maintaining
or expanding a viable bosque in the face of threats from urban expansion.

The Acequia project will benefit the bosque by providing data on contami-
nants and water quality in the acequia system that runs through the bosque, while
also providing return flows to the Rio Grande and groundwater recharge.
Cleanups and planting/restoration along acequias will improve flows and riparian
habitat.

Outreach will disseminate accurate information on the cultural and natural
resource roles of acequias and their relationship to both traditional life ways and
the bosque ecosystem.

Background

In 2004, Amigos Bravos assisted South Valley residents with the identification of
issues and preparation of submittals during the Triennial Review of surface water
quality standards held before the Water Quality Control Commission (WQCC).
Residents requested that the WQCC change the designated use of this reach of the
river from secondary to primary contact to reflect the fact that people still swam
in the river.

South Valley residents were also concerned about the quality of water in the
acequias and possible exposure of swimmers to contaminants, especially
pesticides. In response to these concerns, and the finding that there had been no
prior sampling of acequias in Bernalillo County, South Valley Partners for
Environmental Justice (SVPEJ) and Amigos Bravos worked in collaboration with
the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED), Surface Water Quality
Bureau, to conduct first-ever sampling of eight sites along acequias in the North
and South Valley of Bernalillo County.

Analysis indicated the presence of E. coli in three sites (a recent study con-
ducted by Karpoff & Associates for the Ciudad Soil and Water Conservation
District reveals that the primary source is domestic pets). The most contaminated
site tested, the San Jose Drain, exceeded water quality standards for E. coli and
mercury and reference dose levels for semi-volatile organic compounds (in soil
samples). The San Jose Drain is part of the South Valley Superfund Site.

Two studies by University of New Mexico graduate students have shown the
presence of pharmaceuticals and other contaminants in the river and in soils and
shallow groundwater adjacent to the river; it may be possible to test for these in
the acequia system as well.

For more information on this project, contact Lucy Sanchez, Albuguerque
Projects Director, at (505) 452-9387 or our Taos office at (505) 758-3874.

Defend the
Clean Water Act

Passage of the Clean Water Act
(CWA) in 1972 led to great progress
in cleaning up and protecting rivers
and streams across the country.
However, the most recent Supreme
Court case, Rapanos v US, led to a 4-
4-1 decision with five separate opinions.

Nobody — not the regulated com-
munity, not federal and state agencies,
not the environmental community —
believes that this decision has done
anything except create confusion, lay
the groundwork for many more cases
working their way through the court
system, and in the mean time let many
private and public enterprises believe
that they do not need permits to
discharge toxics into our waters.

In July, the Army Corps of
Engineers issued a “guidance”, which
is meant to clarify their interpretation
of the Supreme Court decisions and
explain how the agency will implement
the CWA. It appears that the agency
will in general interpret the CWA in
the narrowest (least protective) sense
of the Supreme Court’s three-way rul-
ing, with the possibility that somewhat
broader implementation might result
from a time-consuming and confusing
case-by-case determination.

Even before the guidance was
released, the Army Corp had decided
in cases at Cannon AFB and in the
Sacramento Watershed (a closed
basin), that there was no basis for
requiring a permit. Amigos Bravos
staff are also hearing reports that peo-
ple are being advised by their industry
associations or colleagues that they no
longer need to apply for permits. If a
permit is never applied for, there is no
easy way to learn where unregulated
discharges are taking place or monitor
the outcomes.

Many communities rely on these
threatened rivers and streams for
drinking, recreation, and irrigation.
Playa lakes and wetlands help to
recharge groundwater, store irrigation
return flows, and provide habitat and

—continued on page 6
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Support the businesses who
support us!

Azurite, Inc., Cotopaxi, CO

Black Mesa Winery, LLC, Velarde

Blossoms Garden Center, Taos

Burst-Whitson, Inc., CPAs, Taos

Business Transitions, El IPrado

Cid’s Food Market, Taos

Cotl Tile, El Prado

Cottam Ski Shops, Inc., Taos

Cottam's Ski & Outdoor Shop, Taos

Dobson House, Arroyo Hondo

Dr. Leckman, MD, Albuquerque

Embudo Dental Care

Fine Tuning Music, Taos

Fuller Therapeutics, Boulder, CO

Gallery A, Taos

Hawk Mechanical, Inc., Taos

Hirschi Investments, Wichita Falls, TX

InJoy Birth & Parenting Videos, Longmont, CO

Jack-Wrap-It-Express, Taos

JP Professional Services, Inc., Santa Fe

Ken Gallard Photographics, Taos Ski Valley

Kripinsky Dental, Ranchos de Taos

Late Nite Grafix, Inc., Santa Fe

Los Rios River Runners, Inc., Taos

Metric Motors, Taos

Moby Dickens Bookshop, Taos

Mountain Chiropractic & Kinesiology, LLC,
Cedar Crest

Mountain Veterinary Clinic, Cedar Crest

New Mexico Community Education
Association, Ranchos de, Taos

Nuclear Watch of New Mexico, Santa Fe

Patrick Dunbar Antiques and Rugs, Taos

Plaza Hardwood, Inc., Santa Fe

Positive Energy, Inc., Santa Fe

Pueblo of Sandia, Bernalillo

Rancho Arriba Bed & Breakfast, Truchas

Roberto Vigil Enterprises, Questa

San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council, Alamosa

Santa Fe Area Home Builders Association

Shel Neymark Architectural Ceramics, Embudo

Sierra Club Midwest Region, Traverse City, Ml

Stone Forest, Santa Fe

Taos Mountain Electronics

Taos Ski Valley

Taos Spa & Tennis Club

Tierra Wood Stoves, Taos

TK Consulting Ltd., Ranchos de Taos

Trails West, Las Cruces

Western Stoves and Spas, Las Cruces

Wollens Quality Homes, LLC, Santa Fe

Zirkel Realty, Ranchos de Taos
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On behalf of our Board of Directors and Staff, we
acknowledge with gratitude the following membership
contributions received during the past quarter (June—August).

$100+

Robert Rohwer

Laura Sanchez and Del Alex
Thea Spaeth and Chris Flahertyt
Canon Stevens

Chilton and Judy Anderson
William and Mary Bacchus
Shelley Cohen

Cottam’s Rio Grande River Trips

Martha Dick James C. and Julianne C. Turner
James H. Duncan, Jr. Terrance M. Vergamini
Fred Fair Bruce N. Warren

David and Carol Farmer $250+

Cheryl and Richard Haaker
James Higman

Walter Gerstle

Thomas and Suzy Kane
Sally Mayer

Cid’s Food Market

Kathleen X.Gallagher

Al and Mary Anne Sanborn
Doug Smith and Carolyn Haddock

Susan McGreevy $500+

Wallace and Alma Mulligan Centinel Bank of Taos
Jean Muste

New Mexico Legislative Reports  $1 000+

Alician Otis Linda Fair

Tom Podleski

Roland and Judith Phillips $5,000+

Barbara A. Riedl Estate of Jin-Hyun Ahn Cho

Amigos Bravos Benefit Concert

Amigos Bravos has a talented and supportive Board
of Directors. They come from the communities where
we work and they bring technical and legal expertise
as well.

On August 4th, Board Secretary Tom Griego,
showed our supporters that he is also an accom-
plished singer.

Chi Mai, the male vocal duet of Tom Griego,
baritone, and David Marsh, tenor, held a benefit
concert for Amigos Bravos at the national Hispanic
Cultural Center in Albugquerque. They were accom-
panied by Matthew Stewart on piano and the
Giovanni String Quartet.

Baritone Tom Griego

The duo performed mostly Italian songs in
the first half of the program. After a symphonic
piece by the Giovanni Quartet, the show closed
with songs from musicals and film scores.

Even though the evening was threatened by
the Summer monsoons, which hit as the pro-
gram was ending, the audience came in a festive
mood and gave the performers rousing applause.

Amigos Bravos is grateful to Tom for putting
together this benefit concert and sharing his
wonderful voice with us and for the rivers.

Tenor David Marsh



