
Win  a  Week  in  the  Wine  Country  of
BBoorrddeeaauuxx,,  FFrraannccee

at  the  historic  
CChhaatteeaauu  LLaa  GGaattttee !!

HHeellpp  RReessttoorree  tthhee  RRííoo  GGrraannddee  
ttoo  HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  BBeeaauuttyy  ffoorr  uuss  aallll !!

SUPPORT THE12th ANNUAL RAFFLE FOR THE RÍO
GGrraannddee  PPrriizzee

Round-trip Tickets for Two to the
Bordeaux region of Southwestern France 

and a seven-day stay in the 
Franco-American Affatato Family’s Bed & Breakfast at the historic

Chateua La Gatte in Saint André de Cubzac

Spring 2007

BulletinBRAVOS

AMIGOS

The recent and victorious fight over
the Valle Vidal revolved around
much more than simply a question
of oil and gas. It revolved around
the values this community holds for
the lands that surround and nurture
us.

It didn’t take long for our 
community to rally around a shared
set of Core Values. These values
stated that the Valle Vidal’s 
ecological health and integrity must
be restored and, once restored, 
protected. Restoration means the
repair of the Valle Vidal’s and the
broader landscape’s natural 
ecological structure, function, and
composition. Protection means the
prevention of new activities that
would unacceptably degrade the
land and water of this treasured
space. The use, function, and 
enjoyment of our public lands is
dependant on an intact, healthy
ecosystem. In the Valle Vidal, this
means the presence and persistence
of healthy, abundant, and native
aquatic and terrestrial wildlife 
populations, clean waters, and 
ecologically sound watersheds. It
means the ability to camp, hunt,
fish, bird watch, and run cattle.

While the fight with El Paso
Corporation is complete, the 
question of overall management for

–continued on page 7

Valle Vidal Core Values
The Forest Service
Management Plan 
and You

–Jim O’Donnell
Outreach Coordinator, 
Coalition for the Valle Vidal
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Under EPA’s stormwater program, operators of large, medium, and regulated
small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s) are required to get a 
permit to discharge stormwater. MS4s are found in cities and urbanized areas.
Medium and large MS4 operators are required to submit comprehensive permit
applications and are issued individual permits. Regulated small MS4 operators
can choose to be covered by either an individual permit or a general permit.

Amigos Bravos works hard to make sure that all discharge permits in New
Mexico are as protective as possible, but general permits are especially critical
because many polluters get coverage under one general permit. For a number of
years, Amigos Bravos has been following the Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA) issuance of a general permit for stormwater discharges from small 
municipalities in New Mexico.

Amigos Bravos submitted multiple comments and participated in several pub-
lic meetings on the draft MS4 Stormwater general permit. The final permit, issued
late in 2006, includes several substantial improvements, most of which we called
for in our comments, including:
• Better protections for endangered species;
• Public notice requirements of individual notice of intents (NOIs) to obtain

coverage under the general permit;
• Public comment opportunities on NOIs, annual reports, and changes to

Stormwater Management Plans;
• Better protections and restrictions for discharges into waters that are already

polluted.

Victories in Stormwater Permitting

–continued on page 2
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Signs marking the tributaries and main
stem of the Rio Pueblo have been
erected by the state highway depart-
ment on all the state roads in the Taos
area. This is the result of efforts by
volunteer Moira O’Hanlon and other
members of the Rio Pueblo de Taos
Watershed Group and Amigos Bravos.
Last Fall, watershed group members
drove around town and identified all
places where state roads cross over
one of the four rivers that flow
through the Taos area (Rio Pueblo de
Taos, Rio Grande del Rancho, Rio
Fernando, and Rio Lucero). This
information was sent to the highway
department and – thanks to Moira’s
relentless prodding – the signs were
finally put up early this year!
Unfortunately, a couple of the rivers
were mislabeled – the Rio Grande del
Rancho is labeled as Rio Grande de
Taos – and we are now working to get
these incorrect signs removed and
replaced with correct signs.  �

All MS4 operators in the urbanized
areas in and surrounding Albuquerque,
Santa Fe, Las Cruces, and Farmington
will be required to submit a NOI for
coverage under the MS4 general 
permit by April 1, 2007. Amigos
Bravos encourages our members in
these areas to keep an eye out for
opportunities to comment on these
NOIs or associated Stormwater
Management Plans.

Please contact Rachel Conn, Policy
Analyst for Amigos Bravos, at 505-
758-3874 for more information or
assistance in participating and help
developing comments on the MS4
stormwater permit process.  �

Stormwater – Why Should We Care?
–see article on page 7

River Signs!

Victories in Stormwater
Permitting

WE WERE SUCESSFUL!  The Game Commission voted on August 24th to
bring river otters back to New Mexico by fall of 2007. Amigos Bravos is proud
to announce that the official slogan for our river otter restoration efforts can now
be changed from “There Otta Be Otters” to “There’s Gonna Be Otters”!

Amigos Bravos and other members of New Mexico Friends of River Otters
thank all our members and supporters for writing letters and signing petitions in
support of river otter restoration in New Mexico. Our collective efforts paid off.

Now we need your help again. New Mexico Friends of River Otters is work-
ing to raise money to purchase otters and pay for their transportation and release.
The cost of reintroducing otters runs at approximately $1,000 per otter and
we are looking for your help to meet these costs.

During the August meeting, the Game Commission reviewed a feasibility
study on otter restoration prepared by the Department of Game and Fish with
assistance from the New Mexico Friends of River Otters. The Commission direct-
ed the Department of Game and Fish to initiate two simultaneous restoration proj-
ects in the Upper Río Grande and the Upper Gila river systems with the goal of
releasing otters in the Fall of 2007.

New Mexico Friends of River Otters is thrilled that over 5 years of work has
finally resulted in this huge step forward in restoring the river otter to New

Sponsor an Otter!!

Following on the successes of Outstanding National Resource Water (ONRW)
designations for the Valle Vidal and select segments of the Santa Barbara River,
for both of which Amigos Bravos played a leading role, Forest Guardians in
November 2006 nominated the upper watersheds of the Gallinas and Pecos rivers
(and more than 20 named tributaries) for ONRW status. The two watersheds run
through designated Wilderness and Inventoried Roadless Areas of the Santa Fe
National Forest. ONRW designation is the highest level of protection provided for
surface waters under the auspices of the Federal Clean Water Act as applied in-
state by the New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission. The petition will be
acted upon by the NMWQCC during a hearing held in either Las Vegas or
Pecos on July 10, 2007. The public will be invited and we urge you to attend.

ONRW status may be applied to streams that demonstrate exceptional high
quality and that meet one or more of three federally defined criteria: 1) the water
is a significant attribute of a state gold medal trout fishery, national or state park,
national or state monument, national or state wildlife refuge, or designated
wilderness area, or is part of a designated Wild River under the Federal Wild and
Scenic Act; or 2) the water has exceptional recreational or ecological significance;
or 3) the existing water quality is equal to or better than the numeric criteria for
protection of aquatic life uses, recreational uses, and human health uses, and the
water has not been significantly modified by human activities in a manner that
substantially detracts from its value as a natural resource.

Support from members of the conservation community-at-large is needed.
Interested persons can learn more about the ONRW petition by visiting the FG
website, www.fguardians.org, and you can sign a petition online. A personal letter
to Mr. Ron Curry, Chairperson, NMWQCC, will carry even greater weight.
Address it to: PO Box 26110, Santa Fe, NM 87502 – but please send it to Mike
Davis, 312 Montezuma, Suite A, Santa Fe, NM 87501 so that all the letters can be
bundled and delivered together to the NMWQCC to leverage their impact just
before the hearing date.  �

Outstanding National Resource Water 
Nomination for the Pecos

–continued on page 6
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Amigos Bravos is thrilled to welcome Retired Judge Peggy Nelson to our Board
of Directors. Nelson completed eighteen years of service as New Mexico’s 8th
Judicial District Judge (Division I) last year.

“I’m excited to be able to work with Amigos Bravos in a more direct capacity.
I have long admired how the organization balances ecological concerns with the
human factor, working with community members around issues of water quality

and quantity. That’s important to me. I’ve been
a member of the San Cristobal Ditch
Association since 1983, which means I’ve been
cleaning ditches and going to ditch 
meetings for the past twenty-four years.

“I also like the fact that Amigos Bravos is
willing to take on tough issues like the LANL
suit.” Nelson recalls her law firm representing a
woman who felt she’d been fired from the Lab
for going public with damning information she
had gathered on tossed toxic waste. “That was
nearly thirty years ago,” says Nelson. “It piqued
my interest to learn that Amigos Bravos intends
to address the problem in a serious way. I hope
to work in the background on preparation for

the law suit.”
In addition to having served as District Judge, Nelson brings an impressive

and lengthy background in hands-on non-profit experience to her new role at
Amigos Bravos. She began her career in Taos in her early twenties working for
Northern New Mexico Legal Services. She served there for five years, the last
two as the Executive Director for an organization with five offices and thirty-five
employees. For the next half-decade, she performed low cost and free legal serv-
ices while employed by a non-profit known as the Community Law Center, and
for the five years that followed she had a private practice and contracted with the
state as Public Defender. Nelson has served on a lengthy list of non-profit boards
and commissions, including the early Rape Crisis Center and Battered Women’s
Shelter (two organizations which have since merged to become Community
Against Violence) as well as the Taos County School board. She was appointed
District Judge in February of 1988.

In relation to Amigos Bravos’ commitment to social justice and to exploring
innovative approaches to protection of our rivers, Nelson will also bring to her
work on the Board her interest in the developing model of Restorative Justice.

“As a Public Defender and later Judge, I spent many years representing people
who were facing incarceration. This forced me to consider on a daily basis issues
of accountability as well as the role of the victim in the judicial process. Too
often the public cries out for punishment, but mere punishment rarely solves the
problem. I’m interested in discovering a better way to handle these issues than
shaming and exclusion. The question is, how do we make our community safer
from criminal activity, including the polluting of water?”

Restorative Justice puts the victims in a central role. It requires real accounta-
bility on the part of the offender, and an owning up to harm done with a sincere
effort to put things right. “Obviously,” explains Nelson, “it isn’t appropriate in all
cases, but when it is done well it can be a transformative experience for both 
victims and offenders. As far as Restorative Justice and rivers, it remains to be
seen, but I believe the model can be useful in many arenas.”

When asked about her relationship to the natural world, Nelson recalls, “My

Welcome to Peggy Nelson!

–continued on page 4

Northern New Mexico’s land, water
and people lost a courageous advocate
on Tuesday, February 13, when A.
Wilfred Rael was killed in a 
construction accident. I lost a good
friend.

I first met Wilfred in the fight
against Molycorp’s proposed
Guadalupe Mountain tailings pond
when Amigos Bravos was in its infancy.
Wilfred was one of those brave
Questeños who had long been trying
to hold Molycorp accountable for pol-
luting the Red River. Wilfred had been
a heavy equipment mechanic at the
Moly mine, but also was active in his

acequia. Wilfred was not afraid to
speak out, whether it was against the
Moly mine’s practices that turned the
Red River turquoise, or to question
local school policies that siphoned
funds from special education to athletic

Goodbye to a Friend
–Mary Humphrey, President

Amigos Bravos Board of Directors

–continued on page 7
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The Raffle for the Río is our single largest annual fundraiser.
When you buy raffle tickets, you ensure that we can continue working together

to protect and restore the rivers and waters that sustain us all.
When you buy raffle tickets, you show that you cherish the environmental,

cultural, and spiritual values inherent in the rivers and waters of this ancient and
arid land.

Amigos Bravos believes that communities should have the technical knowledge
and organizational skills to protect and preserve their own local rivers and water.
We work hard to provide that knowledge and those skills to communities across
the state. In return, we depend on your support – support from the community –
so that we can be as flexible and creative as possible when we need to step in.

In 2006, support from our members helped Amigos Bravos accomplish some
truly outstanding results for our rivers and the communities they sustain, including:
• Permanent protection for the Valle Vidal from extractive industry;
• Approval of plans to reintroduce river otters to New Mexico;
• Filing of a historic Clean Water Act Notice of Intent to Sue Los Alamos

National Lab (LANL) for its toxic legacy;
• Revitalization of acequia associations in Albuquerque’s South Valley and

defense of senior water rights and family farming;
• State support for Amigos Bravos’ position that Molycorp mine install water

treatment and recycling facilities to prevent pollution from harming the Red
River and Questa;

• Protection and restoration of the Upper Red River watershed through volun-
teer on-the-ground projects.

The success of the Raffle depends on you!
If you believe in Amigos Bravos and our mission to Restore Watershed

Health, Hold Polluters Accountable, and Build a River Protection Movement,
please purchase a raffle ticket (or five!). If you aren’t already a friend of Amigos
Bravos, a $25 ticket includes a one-year membership (quarterly Bulletins, action
alerts, and volunteer restoration opportunities).

The drawing will be held on June 21, 2007
How to Win

•    Complete the order form below and return it with check or credit card number
•    Call the Amigos Bravos office (Taos) at (505) 758-3874
•    Visit the Amigos Bravos website at www.amigosbravos.org

12th ANNUAL RAFFLE FOR THE RÍO –continued from page 1

❑  Please send me _______ raffle tickets @ $25.00 each

❑  Please send 5 tickets @ the special price of $100.00

Enclosed is my check for__________.
Charge my credit card: ❑ VISA ❑ MC 
#_________________________________________________  exp. _______

Name:_________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________________Email:________________
Make checks payable to Amigos Bravos. Mail to: Box 238, Taos, NM 87571

❑ Yes! I want to win a Trip to France!

Amigos Bravos 2007 Raffle for the Río

father’s work involved doing geologic
mapping in the mountains every 
summer. I had free range to roam.
Since then, I’ve known that time spent
in the wilds is absolutely critical to my
well-being. Our connectedness to other 
people is a reflection of our relation-
ship to nature, to all other living
beings. Nature is not just a back-drop
for our existence. I’m always reluctant
to speak of my personal sense of the
spiritual, but I will say that nature is
the basis of it. At the age of 15, I
declared myself to be a pantheist and it
hasn’t changed much since.”

As it turned out, Los Angeles stole
the water from the Owens Valley where
Nelson spent those idyllic summers
that served to form her world view.
L.A. Power and Water bought up the
valley for purposes of taking water
which was then funneled to the city.
“The Owens Valley used to be agricul-
tural land, full of orchards,” says
Nelson. “It is a desert now. We 
are facing those same threats in 
Northern New Mexico.”

On arriving in northern New
Mexico almost thirty-four years ago,
our new Board member recalls her 
first experience of the river: “I always
knew the Río Grande was between
Texas and Mexico, but other than
that… So there I was, driving up
through Alcalde on my way to Taos for
the first time, and I was surprised to
look over and see a river. After looking
on the map, I was delighted to realize 
it was the legendary Río Grande. 
When I got to the south end of Taos
Valley, I looked toward the river and at
the magnificent gorge where I have
since hiked many times, and thought to
myself, That’s where I want to be.”

In addition to hiking and cross-
country skiing in northern New Mexico
on a weekly basis, Nelson made the
famous night-trek up Kilimanjaro in
Africa two years ago. She plays the 
fiddle for the Taos Contra Band and is
currently teaching herself to play the
Kora, a 21 string African harp.  �

Welcome Peggy Nelson!
–continued from page 3



Spring 2007 - Page 5

Amigos Bravos’ Capital Reserve Fund is our insurance against hard times. The Capital Reserve Fund is money set aside to
ensure that the organization can survive cash flow shortages in the annual operating budget. It can only be accessed for cer-
tain purposes, such as meeting payroll or for emergency capital outlay. There are strict guidelines on when and how money
from the fund can be used. Any use of money from the Fund requires approval from the Board of Directors. This Fund is a hedge
against hard times, ensuring that Amigos Bravos will stay healthy and able to pursue its mission.

Our Capital Reserve account was opened in March 1998 with a $15,000 grant from the Ruth Mott Fund. Thanks to the
many generous contributions of our members, including a recent one from Allen and Mary Anne Sanborn and Paul and
Dawn Fleischer, the interest-bearing account now has a balance of $69,688. Our goal is to have $150,000 in the account by
the end of 2007. Please consider making a contribution to the Capital Reserve Fund.  �

By including Amigos Bravos in your will...
...you could protect a river for years

CONFIDENTIAL REPLY

❑ I have included Amigos Bravos in my will.
❑ Please send information on how to include 

Amigos Bravos in my will.

Name
Address
City, State,Zip
Telephone Best time to call

To explore a bequest to Amigos Bravos, please 
complete this form and return it, marked confidential,
to Brian Shields,  Executive Director, Amigos Bravos.

Help us save the Río Grande
Join Amigos Bravos!

❑ $25  General Membership ❑ $100  River Protector

❑ $35  River Steward ❑ $125  Business Member

❑ $50  River Defender ❑ $250  River Guardian

❑ $75  River Advocate ❑ $500  River Angel

❑ I want to make a donation to the Amigos Bravos Capital Reserve Fund.

Amigos Bravos is a 501 (c)(3) organization.
Your membership donation is fully tax-deductible.   

Name_________________________________________

Address_______________________________________

City/State/Zip___________________________________

Telephone_____________________Fax______________

Email_________________________________________

❑ Charge my credit card:    ❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard       

Card #:_____________________________________________

Exp. Date:_______________

Mail to: Amigos Bravos, P.O. Box 238, Taos, NM 87571
505-758-3874 • Fax 505-758-7345

email:  bravos@amigosbravos.org  •   www.amigosbravos/org

Calendar of Events:
April 10 (Tuesday) Water Quality Control Commission Meeting, Santa Fe, will discuss proposed language 

to Outstanding National Resource Waters (ONRWs) protections. For more information, 
call Clean Water Circuit Rider Rachel Conn at 505-758-3874.

April 16 (Monday) BLM meeting to discuss plans to eradicate Salt Cedar along the Río Grande, BLM 
Visitors Center, Pilar, 6:00 pm

May 12 Saturday) San Isidro Fiesta, Albuquerque. For details, contact Lucy Sanchez at 505-452-9387
May 18-22 (Fri.-Tues.) River Network’s Annual River Rally, www.rivernetwork.org/rally/
June 2 (Saturday) Río Pueblo de Taos Cleanup, co-sponsored by Amigos Bravos and the the Río Pueblo de 

Taos Watershed Group; for more information call Rachel Connn, at 505-759-3873
June 2-10 (Saturday-Sunday) National River Cleanup Week
June 9 (Saturday) Río de Don Fernando Cleanup, co-sponsored by Amigos Bravos and Centinel Bank; call 

Rachel Conn for details at 505-758-3874
June 21 (Thursday) Amigos Bravos 12th Annual Raffle for the Río Drawing, 
June 29-July 1 (Fri.-Sun.) 1st Red River Volunteer Restoration Project; call Rachel Conn for details at 505-758-3874

To gaze at a river made of time and water
And remember Time is another river.
To know we stray like a river
and our faces vanish like water.

Jorge Luis Borges




