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NEW MEXICO MINING COMMISSION DENIES EFFORT TO  

WEAKEN PROTECTIONS IN MINING RULES  
 
SANTA FE, N.M.— The New Mexico Mining Commission voted today to deny an effort by the humate 
mining industry to further weaken protections in the New Mexico Mining Act regulations. A September 
17th decision by the Mining Commission allowed humate mines to disturb twice as many acres without 
doing the environmental review required for other mines this size under the Mining Act. Not satisfied 
with the ability to disturb twice as much land as other mines, the humate mining industry submitted a 
motion to reconsider the September decision. The Mining Commission denied their motion.  
 
Amigos Bravos, represented by New Mexico Environmental Law Center (NMELC), opposed both the 
September rule change and today's motion to reconsider. Amigos Bravos and the NMELC argued that the 
humate mining industry had not provided either new evidence nor any reason why the Mining 
Commission’s earlier decision was defective.  
 
“This is a victory for the environment” said Rachel Conn, Amigos Bravos Project Director. “Mining 
activities have the potential to cause substantial harm to water and wildlife and therefore environmental 
review is appropriate and necessary for large humate mines." 
 
Humate is a coal-like substance that is used primarily as a soil additive. 
 
“We are glad that the Mining Commission agreed that it was not appropriate to reconsider its earlier 
decision” said Douglas Meiklejohn, NMELC's Executive Director. "One party's dissatisfaction with a 
decision is not a basis for reconsideration of that decision." 
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