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(575) 758-3874

Request for Proposal - Wetland Headcut Repair for La Jara Wetland Jewel Restoration
Project, Carson National Forest
Overview
Amigos Bravos, headquartered in Taos, New Mexico has a 29-year history of protecting and
restoring waters across the state. To accomplish our goal of protecting and restoring the waters of New
Mexico, we pursue three goals: Restore Watershed Health, Hold Polluters Accountable, and Develop a
Water Ethic and Stewardship for the Future, with major projects allocated to each of the goals. The La
Jara Wetland Restoration project is focused on the goal of restoring watershed health. La Jara Wetland
Complex is identified as a Wetland Jewel, meaning that it holds a significant role in maintaining the
health of the whole watershed. Amigos Bravos wishes to focus our restoration efforts in this area in
order to have the largest positive cascading effect on the rest of the watershed.
Amigos Bravos’ Wetland Jewels Project began in 2014, as the first step in a large-scale effort to
build resilience in the Carson National Forest. Wetland data was queried to identify wetlands that serve
important ecosystem functions like maintaining coldwater stream flow, flood control functions and
restoration potential - all important functions for restoring ground and surface water resources in the
Rio Fernando watershed. Wetlands across the Carson National Forest were ranked based on these
attributes. A total of ten wetlands scored highly enough to be identified as “Wetland Jewels” including
the La Jara Canyon area on the Rio Fernando de Taos. The project area can be viewed here:
http://smumn.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=c26c3b06242e4e3bac4e4c04f3839b
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Many wetland stressors and impacts can be seen in the La Jara Wetland Jewel including
livestock/wildlife trails that have turned into gullies and have downcut through the wetland, headcuts,
drainage impacts from roads, and hoof sheer in fens. In addition, climate stressors such as increased
precipitation intensity, earlier seasonal snowmelt and increased occurrence of drought are impacting
wetlands. We have found that one of the best ways to create resiliency and health in the face of climate
change is to protect and restore wetlands.
In 2005, The Carson National Forest Camino Real Ranger District issued a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI), for the La Jara Fuels Reduction and Restoration Project. The project includes
a myriad of activities including thinning, fencing, upland water sources, headcut repair, and road repair
and decommissioning. This RFP is for repairing one of the headcuts identified in the 2005 FONSI.

Request for Proposal - Headcut Repair with Plug and Pond
Amigos Bravos will contract the services of a Restoration Consultant to design and implement a
treatment for the repair of a headcut within La Jara Canyon. The treatment will be implemented with
the goals of stopping the downcutting and draining of the wetlands, increasing wetland acreage,
improving the health of the degraded wetland, and increasing the wetland’s capacity to store water and
to mitigate post fire flooding. This task is part of the La Jara Wetland Jewel Restoration Project. Amigos
Bravos staff will review and rank the submitted proposals and, develop and finalize contracts so that,
weather or fire permitting, work can begin on or before June 1, 2018.

